Mr Williamson

I am acting as temporary secretary for JET F.C. for a period of three weeks whilst our regular secretary (Geraint Apps) is on holiday.

For the match we played last Sunday (Dorchester v JET) in Division 3B, JET sent in a Match Card giving the referee a score of '4'.  At the time we believed that this low score would necessitate a report to be completed by ourselves, however upon checking the rule book it appears that the threshold if in fact 3 marks (as I am acting as temporary secretary I was not familiar with this rule).  Nevertheless we feel it worth sending on the report below to explain the reasons for the low refereeing mark.

Refereeing: Dorchester 3-3 JET FC - 22/02/04 - Division 3B

Lack of control

The referee failed to control the game from early on by, for example, letting late tackles pass without awarding either side free kicks, or booking players for clear infringements.  This culminated in an off the ball incident involving three Dorchester and two jet players.  By the end of the game both teams were concerned that this lack of control could have resulted in injury. 

Inconsistency

We felt there was a lack of consistency on the part of the referee.  For example, two strong cases for JET penalties went unheard whilst a rather less obvious penalty was awarded to Dorchester.  This resulted in the equalising goal.

This compounded the frustration of having a goal disallowed earlier in the game for not crossing the line.  The referee later told us that a Dorchester player had said that the ball was well over the line.

Knowledge of the rules of the game

Some of the decisions were plainly ridiculous, for example not penalising clear and deliberate handling of the ball on a number of occasions.

In conclusion, we felt the way in which the referee handled the game spoiled a keenly contested match and affected the result of the game.  I would go as far as to say that his lack of consistency bordered on apparent bias.  More importantly, his lack of control could have resulted in injury to either side.

I appreciate that the referee was not a qualified match official and it is not easy to referee a game at the best of times.  However, we felt that a score of '4' was fair given the circumstances noted above. 

Given the league position of JET FC then we are in no position to gain significantly from the result of the game.  However, we believe the result is an unfair advantage that Dorchester have over the other teams competing for the Division 3B championship - and feel that it is important that you are made aware of this.

Finally, we are due to play the return, home, fixture against Dorchester in the next few weeks, and would greatly appreciate it if you could allocate a registered referee for this game.

Should you have any questions or wish to discuss any of these points further, please get in touch.  

Regards,

Jonathan Wright

(On behalf of Jet FC)

Copies (by fax): Billy McKnight - Referees secretary

